(e) I have never seen a case where permanent harm was produced, or where the lesion has become permnanently worse, except where an infection existed in a closed cavity.
Dr. PHINEAS ABRAHAM: I should like to offer my humble protest, late though it may be, against the use of the terin " vaccines " for these preparations or emulsions of killed micro-organisms. It is not only obviously inaccurate, but it seems to me to be positively misleading. An enormous majority of our profession, and of the educated public in general, is rightly convinced of the efficacy of Jennerian vaccination, in which a real or true vaccine is employed: and it is quite possible that thoughtless people may be led to look upon these modern so-called "vaccines " as in the same category, and in consequence extend to them their faith, and in all cases recommend their use. Why not call the new method of treatment after the distinguished investigator who has introduced these injections and made them so popular-e.g., the " Almroth Wright Treatment," or perhaps, as Professor Koch was, I believe, the first to inject a bacillary preparation (tuberculin), the "Koch-Wright Treatment" ? At any rate, I am sorry to say that in my perhaps unfortunate experience it has certainly not been a " cocksure" method of treatment! I have tried it in several generalized diseases of the skin, bullous affections, desquamative dermatitis, eczema, &c., with little or no benefit; in one case, indeed, the patient's death was accelerated, I fear, by the treatment. I have also seen the results of these injections, at the hands of others, in quite a large number of cases of localized staphylococcic infections and of common acne. These patients have come to me after a course of the hew treatment which had proved futile and sometimes even disastrous in its results.
It may be objected that these cases had not had the treatment properly carried out, that the operators were not experts, that the preparations had been obtained from a manufacturing chemist, and not autogenously prepared by skilled pathologists ; but these objections will not obtain. Many of the bad results that I have seen have been in patients who had been under the care of thoroughly competent medical men, even of men who had learnt their work at St. Mary's Hospital, and at least one of the cases which had been made worse by the treatment had been a patient of Sir Almroth Wright himnself! From what I have read, however, and from what I have seen in the practice of others, I am ready to admit that this treatment is not always so unsuccessful in its results, nor will I deny that some cases of cutaneous diseases have been cured by its means; but I do maintain that in the vast majority of acne and furunculosis cases a more rapid and certain cure can be effected by well-known common-sense measures, without any risk of generalizing the pustules and producing such results as I have seen.
The younger generation of practitioners and our growing class of "laboratory physicians" who may now in every case of simple acne or boils fly at once to bacillary injections, are possibly not aware that for years and years medical men of experience have been accustomed to cure most of such cases with comparative ease by simple antiseptic, surgical, and rational medical means. I believe that somne enthusiasts are actually using courses of staphylococcic injections for common contagious impetigo-forgetting, I suppose, that this can be cured in a oomparatively few days by white precipitate ointment. I think this reaches the limit In my humble opinion, we are quite justified in employing these new, experimental, and possibly risky methods in severe cases when ordinary measures fail, but not in cases amenable to well-tried and safer treatment, such as those to which I have alluded. I know that the so-called " vaccine therapy " is at present "in fashion," particularly for acne and for furunculosis, and that anyone who does not practise it is apt to be regarded as a retrograde " fossil " and not " up to date." However that may be, I for one will certainly not adopt it as a general treatment in these diseases, until it can be shown to be more successful and less likely to cause unpleasant results than the older measures which, on the whole, I still find quite satisfactory.
Dr. H. T. GILLETT: The subject under discussion to-day is, I understand, to be limited to the effects of treatment, successful or otherwise. Success in treatment naturally depends partly on using an efficient vaccine, but also quite as much, I think, on the method of administering the doses. I cannot from my own experience say much as to the value of stock vaccines, for I have only used them in cases of boils, acne, and nasal catarrh, in the last of which I have not had much success. I have used autogenous vaccines almost entirely, and the media used in cultivation has generally been blood-agar, nasgar and blood broth, on the supposition that the micro-organisms grown on these media will more closely resemble in composition their antecedents in the tissues of the patient, if they are fed either on blood or ascitic fluid. I have followed the usual method in dosage-namely, to begin treatment with a dose small enough to do no harm and gradually to work up
